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Latest News
Uniting Global Youth to Shape the Future: WAYS Officially Established
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At the First General Assembly of the WAYS on November 15th, Chaoyang Lu was elected as Chairperson. 

Chunbo Gao, Shulei Chou, Morten Ugelvig Andersen, and Meng Wang were elected as Vice- Chairpersons, 

with Chunbo Gao additionally serving as Secretary-General.

As an international, academic, and non-profit social organization, the establishment of the WAYS represents 

the birth of a new network for scientific collaboration. Focused on uniting the collective strength of young 

scientists worldwide, WAYS is guided by the core principle of "science and technology for good."  Through 

cross-disciplinary and cross-regional collaboration, WAYS fosters knowledge exchange and cultural 

understanding among young scientists, explores the potential applications of science in addressing global 

issues, and amplifies the voice of youth, contributing their wisdom in driving sustainable development through 

scientific and technological innovation.



At the Founding Ceremony of the WAYS, representatives from 32 organizations, including the Nordic 

Zhigong Association, the ASEAN Young Scientists Network, and International Association of Advanced 

Materials, took the stage to "empower" the establishment of WAYS. 

Subsequently, seven prominent representatives took the stage to illuminate the launch device, 

symbolizing the official establishment of the WAYS. These representatives included Jinzhan Wang, the 

Secretary of the Secretariat of the China Association for Science and Technology (CAST); Zhenfeng 

Zhang, Deputy Governor of Zhejiang Province and Secretary of the Wenzhou Municipal Party 

Committee; Jianmin Si, President of the Zhejiang Association for Science and Technology; Ashutosh 

Tiwari, Secretry-General of International Association of Advanced Materials; Gabriela Ivan, 

Communications Officer, Partnershipsand Membership Development of the International Science 

Council; Chaoyang Lu, Executive Dean of USTC Shanghai Institute for Advanced Studies and 

Chairperson of WAYS; and Morten Ugelvig Andersen, CEO of Venture Cup Denmark.
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Dear WAYS initial members,

Thank you all for supporting us at this year’s event in Wenzhou. Your presence and valuable 

contributions have been integral to the success of this gathering. We are truly grateful for your 

support and enthusiasm in advancing our shared mission.

Let us continue to strengthen our collaboration and work together to shape a brighter future for 

young scientists worldwide.

Wishing you all the best, and we look forward to seeing you next time!



Latest News
World Young Scientist Summit 2024 was successfully held

Nearly 800 scientists from 71 countries and regions as well as 63 international sci-tech 

organizations attended the 2024 World Young Scientist Summit (WYSS) held in the city of 

Wenzhou in east China's Zhejiang Province.

Addressing the plenary session of WYSS on Sunday, Wan Gang, president of the China 

Association for Science and Technology (CAST), said the wave of informatization, 

digitization and intelligence accelerates a profound change in research paradigm and helps 

young people acquire knowledge and information more widely, deeply and conveniently, 

thus helping young scientists achieve leaps and breakthroughs by standing on the 

shoulders of giants.

Tshilidzi Marwala, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Rector of the United 

Nations University, said young scientists play an important role in advancing frontier science, 

creating regional innovation ecosystems, and fostering international cooperation, especially 

in tackling climate change and health and inequality issues.
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Scene of the Young Scientist 

Sustainable Development 

Goals Award (2024)

On November 17th, the second Young 

Scientist SDGs Award ceremony came 

to a successful conclusion at the 

Wenzhou Olympic Sports Center in 

Zhejiang Province. Guihua Yu, a 

professor at the University of Texas at 

Austin, Simon Gosling, a professor at 

the University of Nottingham, Damien 

Voiry, a professor at the University of 

Montpellier, and Shaojun Guo, a Boya 

distinguished professor at Peking 

University, were honored with the 

award for their outstanding 

contributions in the fields of novel 

nanomaterial synthesis, 

interdisciplinary climate change 

research, membrane chemistry and 

hydrogen production and fuel cells, 

respectively. The Wenzhou Growth 

Foundation for World Young Scientists 

will provide each winner with a cash 

prize of 1 million yuan.

In the future, the "Young Scientist 

SDGs Award" will continue to uphold 

the beautiful vision of "the future of 

science lies in the youth," selecting 

more top scientists who shine in the 

field of sustainable development and 

contributing scientific power to the 

common well-being of all humanity.

Latest News
Young Scientist Sustainable Development Goals Award Announced
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To solve the common challenges of 

development, international 

cooperation and open sharing are 

more necessary than ever. The 

establishment of the "Young 

Scientist SDGs Award" is rooted in 

this aspiration, aiming to inspire 

innovation with a firm grounding in 

tradition, encourage free exploration, 

and support young scientists under 

the age of 45 from all over the world 

to take the lead and play a central 

role in contributing to sustainable 

development goals through major 

original innovations and 

breakthroughs in key core 

technologies.



On November 15, the World Association of Young Scientists (WAYS) held the Forum on International Scientific 

Organization Cooperation and Exchange in Wenzhou with the support of the International Science Council. Chaoyang 

Lu, Chairperson of WAYS, Chunbo Gao, Vice-Chairperson and Secretary-General of WAYS, Gabriela Ivan, Membership 

Development Officer of the International Science Council, and Chandra Shekhar Sharma, Co-Chair of the Global Young 

Academy delivered the keynote address at the conference. Over 60 initial member representatives from the World 

Association of Young Scientists, along with representatives from the International Science Council and other 

international scientific organizations, attended the forum.

With the theme of "Empowering Young Scientists, Strengthening International Cooperation," this forum focused on 

topics such as "International Engagement of Young Scientists," "Scientific Leadership," and "Cross-Regional 

International Collaboration." The discussions aimed to empower young scientists globally, contributing to scientific 

innovation and development worldwide.
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Gabriela Ivan, Membership 

Development Officer of the 

International Science Council, 

provided an overview of ISC’s 

development, areas of work, 

membership, and international 

cooperation projects. She hope to 

collaborate with WAYS in the 

future on training capacity modules 

with scientific exchanges, 

participation of young scientists to 

international events. Additionally, 

she emphasized that the world is 

facing numerous sustainability 

challenges and conflicts, making it 

more crucial than ever to have 

scientific organizations that can 

build bridges of dialogue and 

collaboration. Science is such a 

powerful tool of bringing people 

together, so we can find common 

solutions for the challenges we're 

facing.

Chandra Shekhar Sharma, Co-

Chair of the Global Young 

Academy, delivered a speech 

on Nurturing Next Generation of 

Scientific Leaders, highlighting 

that the interconnected nature 

of the world and complex global 

challenges influences science to 

become interdisciplinary. 

Modern science requires highly 

integrated and interactive team 

under a strong leadership to 

achieve and sustain the 

success of research. 

Additionally, Scientific leaders 

are needed to drive the 

integration of science into the 

wider world in a way that places 

science in a more influential 

position to help change the 

world for the better.

Scan the QR code to 

watch videos about this 

Forum and explore 

more highlights

Chaoyang Lu, Chairperson of 

WAYS, emphasized that WAYS 

aims to unite the strength of 

young scientists to address 

global challenges. He further 

highlighted the commitment to 

building a dynamic and inclusive 

platform in collaboration with 

member institutions and partners. 

This platform will foster 

innovation, promote international 

cooperation, and empower young 

scientists with leadership 

capabilities to tackle the pressing 

issues of our time. The 

association aspires to become a 

driving force for scientific 

excellence and global progress.



In its history, the AMC has welcomed over 25,000 delegates and more than 10,000 invited speakers across 
more than 65 assemblies worldwide, covering Europe, Asia, America, and Australia. We invite abstracts that 
focus on cutting-edge advancements in materials science, engineering and technology including low carbon 
materials, polymers, green energy, nanomaterials, synthesis, characterizations and applications and more, all 
aimed at crafting impactful solutions for the UN SDGs.

• Becoming a member of IAAM, please visit https://www.iaamonline.org/membership.

• Nominations for the IAAM Awards and Fellowship can be submitted online at 
https://www.iaamonline.org/candidate-nomination.

As IAAM marks its fifteenth anniversary, we reflect on our enduring legacy of innovation in advancement of 
materials for health, energy, electronics, and climate applications. In 2025, IAAM redouble its commitment to 
the SDGs and Net-Zero R&D, underpinning our vision for a sustainable and green world. Following IAAM’s 
participation in the ‘Beyond Pacts for the Future: Local Action, Global Progress for Accelerating SDGs’ at the 
United Nations and COP29 in Baku, its global discussions will continue to focus on sustainable materials and 
emission reduction strategies.

The International Association of Advanced Materials (IAAM) is excited to 
announce the call for abstract submissions for the upcoming congress 
assemblies. Please submit your abstracts using the designated congress 
template by March 21, 2025, through Congress Portal at https://am-
congress.com. You are welcome to attend any of the upcoming AMC 
assemblies at your convenience:
• Advanced Materials World Congress, May 26–28, 2025
• European Advanced Materials Congress, August 18–20, 2025
• Advanced Materials Baltic Assembly, October 13–15, 2025

About WAYS Members
International Association of Advanced Materials: 
The call for abstracts opens in the 2025 assemblies of the Advanced 
Materials Congress held in Stockholm, Sweden

9



From December 4th to 7th, 2024, the 2nd Youth Innovation Forum on Digital Earth was successfully held in 
Hong Kong, China. Embracing the theme “Digital Technology Innovation Driving Sustainable Development”, 
this Forum gathered nearly 500 delegates from 18 countries and regions, including government officials, 
experts from universities and institutes, educationists, industry representatives and students. It presented a 
state-of-the-art platform for young researchers in the relevant fields of Digital Earth, fostering seamless 
integration between academia and industry and facilitating vibrant exchanges of ideas.

About WAYS Members
The 2nd Youth Innovation Forum on Digital Earth Concluded in Hong 
Kong, China
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The Hong Kong Youth 
Aerospace Innovation Alliance 
was also initiated to be 
established during the event. 
The alliance aims to promote 
innovation and collaboration 
among young talents in the field 
of aerospace, serving Hong 
Kong and the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 
in areas such as disaster 
prevention and mitigation, 
carbon neutrality and 
sustainable development. It 
seeks to open a new chapter 
for Hong Kong in the aerospace 
industry, technology, talent 
cultivation, and international 
cooperation and applications.

The plaque for the 
International Satellite Data 
and Application 
Cooperation Council Unit 
was also unveiled at the 
opening ceremony. CUHK 
celebrated the launch of 
the first remote sensing 
satellite this year and 
introduced a collaborative 
double major programme 
in Aerospace Science and 
Earth Informatics with 
CUHK-Shenzhen.

The ISDE - Young Scientist 
Innovation Network was launched 
on May 26, 2023 with the aim of 
empowering young scientists in 
the field of Digital Earth. The 
Network serves to promote crucial 
concepts and innovative 
technologies related to Digital 
Earth, while also making 
contributions to the global 
sustainable development. The 
Network organizes the conference 
series Youth Innovation Forum on 
Digital Earth annually, and the 
ISDE Lecture on the Digital Earth 
Youth Innovation with the 
objective of building a youth-
driven academic sharing and 
collaborative platform with 
international influence.



If you want to join WAYS or learn more about us, 

please scan the QR code to visit our official website.

For further inquiries or to share your stories, 

please contact the Secretariat at 

ways-secretariat@outlook.com.


